LARATIO 


o 


OF HIS HIGHNES 


ILLIAM HENRY, 


By the Grace of God 


RINCE OF ORANGE, &c. 


Of the Reaſons Inducing him, to appear in Armes in the 
Kingdome of England, 


FOR 
Preſerving of the Proteſtant Religion, 
AND FOR 


Reſtoring the Lawes and Liberties 


* Bp 


ENGLAND-SCOTLAND 
and IRELAND. 


_- 


— — >. 
tis = 4 (4[T-z & Y 
| at i22 0H 17 mn. 


| Printed at the Hague by ARNOUT LEERS, By his Highneſles 
ſpecjall Order, 1688. 


PT Sx 1 " Rs "<< REY” " TW" 1 . R * 
ASE: © : "TPO 34-3; : > o0* : oen,. PI we 
7 7 J bo =" 8 JA ©. » 
by : #347..." oY 


Pag: 3 
HIS HIGHNESSES 


DECLARATION 


T is both certain and evident to all men, that the publike Peaceand Happines of any State 

or Kingdomecan not bepreſeryed, where the Lawes, Liberties and Cuftomes eſtablished, 

by the Lawfull authority init, are openly Tranſgreſſed and Annulled: More eſpecially 

where thealteration of Religioz is endeavoured , and that a Religion which is contrary to 

Law is endeavoured to beintroduced : Upon which thoſe who are moſt 1 mmediatly con- 
cerned init, are Indiſpenſably bound to endeavour to Preſerve and maintain the eſtablished 
Lawes Liberties and Cuſtomes: and aboveall the Religion and worship of God , that is Eſtablis- 
hed among them : And to take ſuch an effeCtuall care, that the Inhabitants of the ſaid State or 
Kingdome, may neither be deprived of their Religion, nor of their Civill Rights. Which is 
ſo much the more Neceſſary becauſe the Greatnesand Security both of Kings, Royall families, 
and ofall fuchas are in Authority, as well asthe Happines of their Subje&tsand People , de- 
pend, ina moſt eſpecial] manner, upon theexaCt obſcryation, and maintenance of theſetheir 
Lawes Liberties, and Cuſtomes. 

Upon theſe grounds it is, that wecannot any longer forbear, to Declarethatto our great 
regret, Wee ſee that thoſe Councellours, who have now the chieffe credit with the King, ; aan 
overturned the Religion, Lawes, and Liberties of thoſe Realmes: and ſubje&tedthemin all 
things relating to their Conſciences, Liberties, and Properties, to Arbitrary Government : 
and thar not only by ſccret and Indirect waies, bur in an open and undiſguiſed manner. 

Thoſe Evill Councellours for theadvancing andcolouring this with ſome plauſible pretexts, 
did Invent and ſet on foot, the Kings Diſpencing power , by vertue of which, they pretend that 
according to Law, he can S#ſpend and Diſpence with the Execution of the Lawes, that have 
been enacted by the Authority, of the King and Parliament, tor the ſecurity and happinesof 
the Subject and ſo have rendered thoſe Lawes of no effe&: Tho thereisnothing more certain, 
then that as no Lawes can be made , but by the joint concurrence of King and Parliament, ſo 
likewiſe lawes ſo enaCted,which ſecurethe Publike peace, and ſafety of the Nation, and thelives 
and liberties ot every ſubject in it, can not be repealedor ſuſpended, but by the ſameauthority, 

For tho the King may pardon the punishment, that a Tranſgreflour hasincurred, and to 
which he is condemned, as in thecaſesof Treaſonor Felony ; yerit can not be with any colour 
ofrealon , Inferred from thence, that the King can entirely ſuſpend the exeeution of thoſe La- 
wes, relating to Treaſ0z or Feloyy : Unleſſeirispretended, that he is clothed with a Deſpo- 
tick and Arbitrary power, and that the Lives Liberties Honours and Eſtates of the Subjects, de- 
pend wholly on his good will and Pleaſure,andareentirely ſubject to him;which muſt infallibly 
tollow,on theKings having a power to ſ#ſpendthe execution of Lawes,and to diſperce withthem. 

Thole Evill Councellours, in order to the giving ſome credit to this ſtrangeand execrable 
Maxime, have ſo conducted the matter , that they have obtaineda Sentence trom the Judges, 
declaring that this Diſprncing power , isaright hetonging to the Crown; asifit werein the power 
of thetwelve Judges, to offer up the Lawes, Rights, and Likerties, of the whole Nation, to 
the King, to be diſpoſed of by him Arbitrarily and at his Pleaſure, andexpreſlly contrary to 
Lawes enacted, for the ſecurity of the Subjects. In order to the obtaining this Judgment, thoſe 
Evill Councellours did before hand, examine ſecretly, the Opinion of the Judges, and procu- 
red ſuchofthem , as could not in Conſcience concurre 1n ſo pernicious a Sentence, to be tur- 
ned out, and others to be ſubſtitutedin their Rooms,till bl the changes which were made, in 
the Courts of Judicature, they at laſt obtained that Judgment. And they have raiſed ſome to 
thoſe Truſts, who make open Profeſſion of the Popich Religion , tho thoſe are by Law Ren- 
dred Incapableoſall ſuch Employments, 

It isalſo Manifeſt and Notorious that as his Majeſtie was, upon his coming to the Crown, 
received and acknowledged by all the ſubje&tsof England, Scotland, and Ireland, as their King 
without theleaſt oppoſition, tho he made then open profeflion, of the Popish Religion , ſo hedid 
then Promiſe, and Solemnly Swear , at his Coronation, that hewould maintain his ſubjects, in 
the ſree enjoyment of their Lawes, Rights, and Liberties, and in particular, that he would main- 
tain the Church of England as it was eſtablished by Law: Ir is likewiſe certain. that there have 
been at diverſe and ſundry times, ſeverall Lawes enacted for the preſervation of thoſe Rights, 
and Liberties, and of the Proteſtant Religion: and among other Securities, it has been enac- 
tedthar all Perſons whatſoever, that areadvanced to any Eccleſiaſticall Dignity, or to bear Of- 
lice in either Univerſity, as likewiſe all others, that should be put in any Imploymenr , Civill 
or Military,should declare that they were not Papiſts, but were of the Proteſtant Religion, and 
that, by their taking of the Oaths of Allegeance , and Supreamacy and the Teſt, yerthele Evill 
Councellourshavein effect annulled and abolished all thoſe Lawes, both with relation ro Ec- 
clefiaſticalland Civill Employments. : 
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In order to Eccleſiaſticall Dignities and Offices , they have not only' without any colour of 
Law, but againſt moſt expreſſe Lawesto the contrary , ſet up a Commiſſion ofa certain num- 
ber of perſons, to whom they havecommitred the cogniſance and direction of all Eccleſiaſti- 
call matters: in rhe which Commiſlion there has been and ſtill is one of His Majeſties Miniſters 
of State , who makes now publike profeſſion of the Popish Religion, and who at the time of 
his firſt profeſſing ir, declared thar for a great while before, he had beleeved that to be the on- 
ly true Religion. By all this, thedeplorable State to which rhe Proteſtant Religion isredu- 
ced isapparent, fince the Afﬀairsof the Church of Eogland, are now put into the handsof 
Perſons, who have accepted of a Commiſſion thar is maniteſty Illegal ; and who haveexecu- 
tedir contrary toall Law: and that now one of their chiete Members has abjured the Proteſtant 
Religion, anddeclared himlelfea Papiſ# ; by which he is become Incapable of holding any 
Publike Imployment: The ſaid Commiſhoners have hitherto given ſuch proof of their ſubmi(- 
fion to the directions giventhem, that there is no reaſon to doubt, butthey will {till conti- 
nue to promoteall ſuch deſigns as will be moſt aggreableto them. And thole Evill Councel- 
lours take care to raiſe none toany Eccleſtaſticall dignities, but perſons that have no zeal 
for the Proreflant Religion, and that now hide their unconcernednesfor it, under theſpecious 
pretence of Moderation. "The ſaid Commiſhoners have ſuſpended the Bishop of Lozdoy,on- 
ly becauſe herefuled toobeyanorder, that was ſent him to ſuſpend a Worthy Divine, wich. 
out ſo much as citing him before him, to make hisown Defence, or oblerving the common 
formes of proceſle. They have turned outa Preſident, choſen iby the fellows of Aagdalen 
Colledge , and afterwards all the Fellows of that Colledge, wirhout ſo much as citing them 
before any Court that could take legall cogniflance of that affair, or obtaining any Senten- 
ce againſt rhem by a Competent Judge. And theonly reaſon that was given for rurning them 
out , Was their refuſing to chooſe for their Preſident , a Perſon that was recommended to 
| them, by the lnſtigation of thoſe Evill Councellours; tho the right ofa free EleCtion be- 
longed undoubredly ro them. But they were turned out of their freeholds, contrary to Law, 
and to that expreſſe proviſion in the Magna Charta; that no man shall looſe life or goods, but by 
the Law of theland. And now theſe Evill Councellours have put rhe ſaid Colledge wholly in- 
to the hands of Papiſts, rho as isaboveſaid, they are [ucapable, of all ſuch Employments , 
both by the Lawofthe Land, and the ſtatutes ofthe Colledge. Theſe Commiſhoners have 
alſo cited before them all the Chancellours and Archdeacons of England , requiringthem to 
certifiero them rhenames, of all ſuch Clergymen , ashave read the Kings declaration for 
Liberty of Conſcience, andofſuchashavenotreadit: without conſidering thar the reading of it 
was not enjoined the Clergy by the Bishops , who are their Ordinaries. The l1Illegality and 
Incomperency ofthe ſaid Court of the Eccleſiaſticall Commiſſioners was ſo roally known, 
and it did ſo evidently appear, that ir tended to the Subverſion of the Proteſtant Religion: , that 
the Moſt Reverend Fatherin God , William Archbishopof Canterbury, Primate and Metro- 
politan ofall E:gland, ſeeing that it was raiſed for no otherend, but to oprefle ſuch perſons 
as wereot Eminent Vertue, Learning , and Piety, refuſed to ſitor to concurre in it. 

And tho there are many expreſſe Lawes againlt all Churchesor Chappells, for the exerciſcot 
the Popish Religion , and alſoagainſt all Monaſteries and Convents, and more particularly 
againſt rhe order of the Feſwites, yer thoſe Evill Councellours have procured orders for the 
building of ſeverall Churchesand Chappells, tor the exerciſe of that Religion : They have al- 
ſo procured diverſe Monaſteries to be erefted, and in contempr of the Law they have not on- 
ly ſet up ſeverall Colledges of Feſnites, in diverſe places, for thecorrupting of the youth, but 
have raiſed upone of the Order to bea Privy Councellour and a Miniſter of State. By all which 
they doe evidently show, that they are reſtrained by norules or Law whatſoever ; bur that 
they have ſubjected the Honours and Eſtates of the ſubjes, and theeſtablisht Religion roa 
Deſpotick power and to Arbitrary Government : in all which they are ſerved and lecoadcd 
by thoſe Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſioners, 

They haveallſo followed the ſame methods with relation to Civill affairs : For they have 
procured orders to examineall Lords Lieutenants, Deputy Lieutenanrs, Sheriffs, Juſtices 
of Peace, andallothers that werein any publike Imployment, if they would concurre with 
the King in the repeal of the Teſt and Penal Lawes: andall ſuch, whoſe conſciences did not 
ſufferthemto comply with their deſignes, were turned out ; andothers were putin their pla- 
ces, whothey beleeved would be more compliant to them, in their deſigns of deteating the 
intent and Execution of thoſe Lawes, which had been made with ſo much care and caution 
for the ſecurity of the Proteſtant Religion. And in many of theſe places they have put profeſſt ed 
Papiſts, tho the Law hasdilabled them, and warranted the ſubje&s not to have any regard to 
their Orders. 

They have alſo invaded the Priviledges, and ſeiſed on the Charters of moſt of thoſe 
Towns that have a right tobe repreſented by their Burgeſſesin Parliament : and have procu- 
red ſurrenders to be madeof them, by which the Magiſtrates in them have deliveredup all 


theirRights, and Priviledges, to be diſpoſed of, at the pleaſure of thoſe Evill Councel- 
urs; 
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fours: who have thereupon placed new Magiſtrates in thoſe Towns , ſuch as they can molt 
entirely confidein: andin many of them , they have pur Popiſh Magiſtrates notwithſtanding 
theIncapacities under which the Law has put them. 

And whereas no Nation whatſoever can ſub{iſt without the adminiſtration of good and im- 
partial] Juſtice , upon which mens Lives, Liberties, Honours and Eſtates doe depend ; tho- 
{e Evill Councellours have ſubjected theſe toan Arbitrary and Deſpotick power : ln the moſt 


important affairs they have ſtudied todiſcoyer before hand the Opinions of the Judges; and 


have turnedoutſuch , asthey found would not conform themſelves to their intentions: and 
have pur others in their places, of whom they were more aſſured, without having any regard 
to theirabilities. Andrhey have not ituck ro raiſe even profeſſed Papiſts ro the Courts of Ju- 
dicature , notwithſtanding their !ncapacity by Law, and that no regard isdue to any Senten- 
ces flow: 3g trom them. They have carried this fo far, 'as ro deprive {uch Judges, who in the 
common aJminitration of Juſtice, shewe that they weregoverned by their Conſciences, and 
not by th2 directions which the orhers gavethem : By whichit is apparent thar they deligne 
to ren.; -r themſelves theabfolute Matters of the Lives, Honours, and Eſtatesof the ſubjects, 
o: what rank or d.gniry ſoever they may be: and thar without having any regard either to the 
equicy of the cauſe , or to the conſciencesof the Judges, whom they will have to ſubmirin all 
things to their own will and pleaſure: hoping by ſuch waiesto intimidate thoſe other Judges, 

wnoare yet in [mployment, asalſo ſuch others, as they shall ehink fir eo putin the Rooms of 
thoſe whom they have rurned our; and to make them (ce whar they muſt look for, if they 
should at any time act in the leaſt contrary to their good liking : and rhar no failingsof that kind, 
are pardoned, inany perſons whatſoever. A great deale of blood has been shed ia many places 
ofthe Kingdome, by Judgesgoverned by thole Evill Councellours, agaiaſt all therulesand 
formsof Law z without ſo much as ſuffering the perſons that were accuſed to plead intheirown 
Defence. 

They have alſo, by putting theadminiſtration of juſtice in the hands of Papiſts, brought 
al! che marcers of Civill Juſtice into grear uncertainties: with how much exaCtnes and Juſtice 
ſo: ver that theſe Sentences may have been given. For {ince the Lawesof the Land doe not on- 
ly exclude Papiſts trom all places of Judicarure, but have put them under an Incapacity, none 
are bound ro acknowledge or to obey their Judgements, andall Sentences given by chem , are 
null and void of themlelves: ſo that all perſons who have been calf in trialls before ſuch Popish 
Judges, may juſtly look on their pretended Sentences, as having no more forcethen the Sen- 
tences oFany privateand unaurhoriſed perſon whatſoever. So deplorable is the caſe of the Sub- 
jects, who areobliged to anſiver to ſuch Judges, that muſt inall things ſtick to the rules which 
are {et them by tboſe Evill Councellours, who asthey raiſed them up to thoſe Imployments, 
ſocanturnthem out of them ar pleaſure; and who can never beeſteemed Lawtfull Judges: fo 
that all their Sentencesare in the Conſtruction ofthe Law, of no forceandefficacy. They ha- 
ve likewiſe diſpoſed of all Military Imployments, in the ſame manner: For tho the Lawes ha- 
ve: not only excluded Papiſts from all ſuch [mployments, but have in particular provided that 
they should be diſarmed ; yet they in contempt of thoſe Lawes, have not only armed the Pa- 
p:ſts, but havelikewiſe raiſed them up to the greateſt Military Truſts, both by Sea and Land 
and that Strangers as well as Natives, and Irish as well as English, that ſo by theſe means 
they having rendred themſelves Maſters both ofthe affairs ofthe Church, ofthe Governments 
of the Nation , andofthecourſe of Juſtice, and ſubjefted them all to a Deſporick and Arbi- 
trary power, they might bein a capacity to maintain and execute their wicked deſigns by the 
aliitanceof che Army , andthereby to enſlave the Nation. 

The diſmall effe&ts of this ſubverſion of the eſtablished Res » Lawes and Liberties in 
England appear more evidently tous, by what weeſeedone in Ireland: where the whole Go- 
vernment is put in the handsof Papiſts, and where all the Proteſtant Inhabitants are under the 
daily fearsof what may be juſtly apprehended fromthe Arbitrary power which isſerupthere 3 
which has made great numbersof them leave that Wes. and abandon their Eſtates in it, 
remembring well that cruell and bloody Maſſacre whichfell outinthar I{landinthe year 164.1. 

Thoſe Evill Councellours havealſo prevailed with the King to declarein Scotland that he is 
clothed with Abſolute power , and that all the ſubjects are bound 70 obey him without Reſerve: 
upon which he has aſſumed an Arbitrary power , both over the Religion and Lawes of that 
Kingdome: from all which itis apparent , whatis to belooked forin England, as ſoon as mar- 
tersare duely prepared for it. 

Thoſe great and inſufterable Oppreſſions, and theopen Contempr ofall Law , together 
with the apprehenſions of the ſad conſequences that muſt certainly follow uponit, havepur 
the ſubje&ts under great and juſt ſears; and have made them look after ſuch lawtull remedies as 
areallowed of inall Nations: yetall has been withoutefte&t. And thoſe Evill Councellours ha- 
ve endeavoured to makeall men apprehend the loſſe of their Lives, Liberties, Honours and 
Eſtates, it they should goe abour ro preſerve themſelves from this Oppreſſion by Petitions, 
Repreſentations, or other means authoriſed by Law. Thus did they proceed with the —_ 
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Shop of Carterbxry, and the other Bishops , who having offered a moſt humble petition to the 
King, intermes full of Reſpe&t, and notexceeding the number limited by Law, in which 
they ſer forth in short the Reaſons for which they could not obey that order, which by the In- 
ſigation of thoſe vill Councellours was ſent them , requiring them to appoint their Clergy 
to readin their Churches the Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience; wereſentto priſon and at. 
rerwards brought to a Triall , asif they had becn guilty of fome enormous Crime. They were 
not only obliged to defend themſelves inthat purſute , bur to appear before profeſſed Papiſts , 
who had not taken the Teft and by conſequence were men whole intereſt led them to condem- 
ne them; and the Judges that gave their opinion in their favours were therupon turned out, 

And yet it can not be pretended that any Kings, how great ſoever their power has been, and 
how Arbitrary and Deſpotick ſoever they have been in the exerciſe of it, have ever reckoned 
ita crimefor their Subjects to come in all ſubmiſſion andreſpe&t, and in a duenumber, not 
excceding the limits ofthe Law, and repreſent tothem the reaſonsthat made it impoſſible for - 
them to obey their orders, Thoſe Evill Councellourshavealſotreated, a Peer of the Realme, 
asa criminall, only becauſe he {aid that the ſubjects were not bound to obey the ordersof a Po- 
pish Juſtice of Peace: tho it is evident, that they being by Law rendred incapable of all ſuch 
truſt, no regard isdueto their orders: 'This being the ſecurity which the people have by the Law 
for their Lives, Libertics, Honours and Eſtares,that they are not to be ſubjeCted tothe Arbitrary 
procedings of Papiſts, thar ate contrary to Law, putintoany Employments Civillor Military, 

Both Wee our felvesand our Deareſt and moſt Entirely Beloved Conſort, the Princeſle, ha- 
veendeavoured to ſignify in termes full of reſpect ro the King the juſt and deep regret which 
all theſe Proceedings have given us; and in Compliancewith His Majeſties deſires lignified to 
us, Wee declared both by word of mouth, to his Envoy, andin writing , whatour Thoughts 
were touching the Repealing ofthe Teſt and Peuall Lawes ; which wee did in ſuch amanner, 
that Wec hoped Wee had propoſed an Expedient, by which the Peace of thoſe Kingdomes, 
anda happy aggreementamong the Subjects, of all Perſuaſions, might have been ſetled: bur 
thoſe Evill Councellours have pur ſuch ill Conſtruftionson thele our good Intentions, that 
they have endeavourcd to alienatethe King more and more from us: as if Wee haddeligned 
todiſturb the quict and happines of the Kingdome. 

The laſt and great Remedy for all thoſe Evills, is the Calling of a Parliament , for ſecuring the 
Nation againſt the Evil praCtifes of thoſe wicked Councellours: but this could not be yet com- 
paſſed, nor can it be eaſily brought about. For thoſe menapprehending that a lawful Parlia- 
ment, being once aſſembled they, would be brought to an account for all their open violations 
of Law , andfor their Plots and Conſpiracies againſt the Proteſtant Religion, and the Lives 
and Libertiesof the Subje&s, they haveendeavoured under the ſpecious Pretence of Liberty of 
Conſcience; firſt ro ſow diviſionsamong Proteſtants, between thoſe of the Church of England 
andthe Diſſenters: Thedefigne being laid to engage Proteſtants, that are all equally concer- 
ned, to preſerve themſelves from Popish Oppreſſion, into mutuall quarrellings; that fo by the- 
ſe, ſome advantages might be given to them to bring about their Defignes; and that both inthe 
Election ofthe Members of Parliament , andafterwardsin the Parliament it ſelfe. For they ſce 
well that ifall Proteſtants, could enter into a mutuall Good Underſtanding, one withanother, 
and concurre together in the Preſerving of their Religion, it would not be poſhible forthemto 
compaſſetheir wicked ends. They havealſo required all Perſons in the ſeverall Countics of 
England, thatcither were inany [mployment, orwerein any con(iderable Eſteem, to declare 
before hand, that they would concurre in the Repeal of the Teſt and Penall Lawes ; andthat they 
would givetheir voices in the Elections to Parliament, only for ſuchas would concurre init. 
Such as would not thus preingage themſelves were turned out of all Imploymeats; and others 
who entred into thoſe engagements were put in theirplaces, many of them being Papiſts: And 
contrary to the Charters and Priviledges of thoſe Burroughs, that havearight to ſend Burgel-. 
ſes to Parliament, they have ordered ſuch Regulations to be made , as they thought fir and ne- 
ceflary, for aſſuring themſelves of all the Members, that are to be choſen by thoſe Corpora- 
tions: and by this means they hope to avoid that Punishment which they have Deſerved: tho 
itisapparent, thatall Acts made by Popish Magiſtratesarenull , and Voidof themſelves; So 
that no Parliament can be Lawfull, for which the Ele&ions and Returns are made by Popish 
Sheriffsand Majorsof Touns ; and therefore as long as the Authority and Magiftracy isin ſuch 
hands, it is not poſſible to have any Lawfull Parliament. And tho according to the Conftitu- 
tion of the English Government, and Immemoriall Cuſtome, alle Eleions of Parliament men 
ought ro be made with an Entire Liberty without any ſort of force, or the requiring theElec- 
tors to chooſe ſuch perſons as shall be named to them , and the Perſons thus freely Elected, 
ought to givetheir Opinions freely, uponall Matters, that are brought betore them , having 
the good ofthe Nation ever before their Eyes, and following in all things the dictates of their 
Conſcience, yet now the People of England can not expe&t a Remedy from atree Parllament , 
Legally Calledand Choſen. But they may perhaps ſee one Called, in which all Elections will 


be caried by Fraud or Force, and which will be compoſed of ſuch Perſons, of whomUer Evill - 
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their DireCtion and Intereſt , without any regard tothe Good or Happines of the Nation. 
Which may appear Evidently from this, that the ſame perſons tried the Members of the laſt 
Parliament, togain them to Conſent ro the Repeal of the Teſt and Penal Lawes, and procured 
that Parliament to be diſſolved , when they found that they could nor, neither by promilesnor 
Threatnings, Prevail with the Membersro Comply with their wicked Deſigns. 

Burto Crown all, thereare Great and Violent Preſumptions, Inducing us to Beleeve, thar 
thoſe Eviil Councellours,in order to the carrying on of their ill Deſignes,and to the Gaining to 
themſelves rhe more time for the EffeCting of them, for the encouraging of their Complices;and 
for the diſcouraging of all! Good Subjefts , have published thar the Queen hath bronght forth a 
Son: tho there haveappeared both during the Qeexs pretended Bignes, and inthe manner in 
which the Birth was managed, ſo many jult and Vilible grounds of {ufpition , thar not only wee 
our ſelve3, butall the good ſubjects otthoſe Kingdomes, doe Vehemently ſuſpe&t , that the 
pretended Prince of Wales was not born by the Queen. Andit is notoriouſly knowa toall the 
world, that many both doubted of the Queens Bignes,and of the Birth of the Child, and yet the- 
re was not any one thing done to Satisfy chem, or to pur an end to their Doubts. 

And ſ{inceour Deareſt and moſt Entirely BelovedConfort, the Princeſſe,and likewiſe weeOQur 
Selves, have ſo grear an Intereſt in this Matter,and ſuch a Right, asall the world knows , tothe 
Succeſhon to ths Crown,Sincealfſothe English did in the year 1672. when the States General 
of the Vnited Provinces, werelnvaded,in a moſt Jujuſt warre,uſe their urrermoſt Endeavours to 
put anendrto that Warre, andthat in oppoſition to thole who were then in the Government:and 
by their ſo doing, they run the haſard, of loſing, both the ſavour of the Courr,and their Imploy- 
ments; And fince the English Nation has ever teſtified a moſt particular Aﬀection and Eſteem, 
both ro our Deareſt Conſort the Princefle, and to Our ſelves, W x £ cannor excuſe our ſelves 
from eſpouſing their Intereſts, in a matter of ſuch high Conſequence, and from Contributing all 
that lies in us, for the Maintaining both of the Proteſtant Religion,and of the Lawes and Liber- 
riesof thoſe Kingdomes,and for the Securing rothem,the Continuall Enjoyment of all their juſt 
Rights. Tothe doing of which, wee are molt Earneſtly Solicited by a Great many Lords, both 
Spirituall and Temporall, and by manny Gearlemen and other ſubjects of all Ranks. 

THEREFORE itis, that wee have thought fit to goe over to England , and to Carry over 
with usa force, fufficient by the bleſſing of God, todetend us from the Violence of thoſe Evill 
Councellours, AND wEE beiog Patt eines [ntentiousin this,may be Rightly Under- 
ſtood, have for this end prepared this Declaration,in which as wee have hithertogiven a True 
Account of the Reaſons lnducing us to it, So wee now think fit to DEcL are tharthisour Expe- 
dition, is intended for no other Deſigne, but to havea treeand lawfull Parliament aſſembled , as 
ſoonasis poſſible: and char in order to this, all the late Charters by which the EleCtionsof Bur- 
geſſesare limited contraty to the Ancient cuſtome, shall be conſidered asnull and of no force:and 
likewiſeall Magiſtrates who have been Injuſtly rurned our, shall forthwith reſume their former 
Imployments, as well as all the Borroughs of England $hall return again to their Antfent Pre- 
ſcriptions and Charters: And more particularly that the Ancient Charter ofthe Grear and ta- 
mous City of London , shall again bein Force: And that the writts for the Membersof Parlia- 
ment shall be addreſſed ro the Proper Officers, according to Law and Cuſtome. Tharalſo none 
be ſuffered ro-chooſe or to be choſen Members of Parliament , bur ſuch as are qualified by Law: 
And that the Members of Parliament being thus lawfully choſen they shall meer and ficin full 
Freedome ; that ſo the Two Houſes may concurre in the preparing of ſuch Lawes,as they upon 
full and free debare,shallJudge neceflary and convenient,both for the confirming and executing 
the Law concerning the Tel and ſuch other Lawes asare neceſſary for the Security and Main- 
renance of the Proteſtant Religion, as likewiſe for making ſuch Lawesas may eſtablish a good 
aggreement berween the Church of England,andall Proteſtant Difſenters, as alſofor the cove- 
ring and ſecuring of all ſuch, who will live Peaceably under the Government as becomesgood 
Subjects, from all Perſecution upon the account of rheir Religion, even Papiſts themſelves nor 


excepted;and for thedoing of all other things, which the Two Houlſes of Parliament Shall fiad 


neceffary fot the Peace, Honour, and Safery of the Nation,ſo that there may be no more danger 
of the Nations falling at any time heceaſter, under Arbitrary Governmens. To this Parliamenc 


wee will alſo referrerhe Enquiry into the birth of Pretended Prince of Wales, andofall things 


relating toit and to the Right of Succeſſion. | : 
And Weefor our part will concurrein every thing,that may procure the Peaceand Happines 
of the Nation, which a Free and Lawfull Parliament hall derermine;Since wee have nothing be- 
foreour eyesin this our undertaking,but the Preſervation of the ProreſtantReligion, the Cove- 
ring ofall men trom Perſecution for their Conſciences,and the Securing tothe wholeNation the 
freeenjoyment of all their Lawes,Rights and Liberties,underaJuſt and Legall Government. 
Thisisthe deſigne, that wee have Propoſed to our ſelves, in Appearing uponthis occaſion in 
Armes: In the Conduct ofwhich, Wee wil keepthe Forces under our Command, under all the 


Striftnes of Martiall Diſcipline:and take a ſpeciall Care, thatthe People ofthe Countries thro 


which 
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Councellours hold themſclves wel afſured , in which all things will be carried on according rOFE..; | 


HIS HIGHNESSES DECLARATE - £4 

"> 2wwhich wee muſt. march, shall not ſufter by their means: and as ſoon as the State of the Nation  * 

= >will admit of ir, Wee promiſe that wee wil ſend backall thoſe Forreigne Forces, that wee haye 
broughralong with us. | F 

W ee doe therefore hopethar all People will judgerightly of us,and approve of theſe our Pro. 
ceedings: But wee chiefly rely on the bleſſing of God, for the ſucceſſe of thisour undertaktog,ia 
which Wee place our whole and only Confidence. 

Weedoe in the laſt place, inviteand require all Perſons whatſoever, All thePeersof the Real- 
mezboth Spirituall and Temporal , all Lords Lieutenants, Deputy Lieutenants, and all Gent. 
lemen, Citiſens and other Commons of all ranks,to come and aſliſt us,in order tothe Executing 
of thisour Deſigne; againſt all ſuch as shall Endeavour to Oppoſe us; that ſo wee may prevent 
all thoſe Miſeries , which muſt needs follow upon the Nations being kept under Arbitrary Go- 
vernment and Slavery: And that all the Violences and diſorders, which have overturned the 
whole Conſtitution of the English Government , may be fully redrefſed, ina Fxze and 
LEGaALL PARLIAMENT. | 

And Wee doe likewiſe reſolve that as ſoon as the Nationsare brought to a ſtate of Quiet, Wee 
will take care that a Parliament shall be called in Scorlazd , for rhe reſtoring the Ancient Conſti. 
rutionof that Kingdome,and for bringing the Matters of Religion to ſuch a Serlemenr,that the 

ople may liveealy and happy, and for putting an end to all the Injuſt Violences that have 
5 in acourſe of ſo many years Committed there. 

Wee will alſo ſtudy to bring the Kingdome of Trelard to ſuch a ſtate,that the Setlemen there 
may be Religiouſly obſerved: and that the Proteſtant and Brittish Intereſt there, may be ſecu- 
red. And wee will endeavour by all poſſible means, to procure ſuch an eſtablischmenr in all the 
Three Kingdomes, that they may all live in a happy Unionand Correſpondence together ; and 
that the Proteſtant Religion, and the Peace, Honour, and Happines of thoſe Nations, may be 


eſtablished upon Laſting Foundations. 


Given under our Hand and Seal,at our Court in the Hague, the tenth day of Oftoberin the 


year 1688, 


WILLIAM HENRY, PRINCE or ORANGE. 


By his Highneſſes ſpeciall command 


C: Huy GENS. 


His Highneſſes Additionall Declaration. 


AFccr wee had prepared and printed this our Decla- 

ration, wee have underſtood , that the ſubverters 
of the Religion and Lawes of thoſe Kingdomes , hea- 
ring of our Preparations, to aſliſt the People againſt 
them , have begun to retrat ſome of the Arbitrary 
and Deſpotick powers, that ou had aſſumed, and to 


vacate {ome of their Jujuſt Judgments and Decrees. 
The ſenſe of their Guilt, and the diſtruſt of their for- 
cc , have induced them to offer to the Ciry of London 
ſome ſeeming releefe from their Great Oppreſlions : 
hoping thereby to quict the People, and to divert 
them from demanding a Secure Reeſtablishment of 
their Religion and Lawes nnder the $shelter of our Ar- 
mes: They doealfo give out that wee Intend to Con- 
quer and Enſlave the Nation, And therefore it is that 
wee have thought fit to adde a few words to our De- 
claration. 

Wee are Confident, that no perſons can have ſuch 
hard thought of us, asto Imagine that wee have any 
other Defigne in this Undertaking , then to procure a 
ſetlement of the Religion and of the Liberties and 
Properties of the ſubje&s upon (o ſure a foundation , 
that there may be no danger of the Nations relapſing 
into the like miſcries at any time hereafter. And as the 
forces that wee have brought along with us, are ut- 
rey Giiporpriioped to that wicked deſigne of Con- 
quering the Nation, if wee were Capable of Intending 
it, ſothe Great Numbers of the Principall Nobility 
and Gentry, that are men of Eminent Quality and 
Eſtates, and perſons of known Integrity and Zeal both 
for the Religion and Government of Engeland , many 
ofthem agg att diſtivguished by their Conſtant fi- 
delity to the Crown , who doe both accompany us in 
this Expedition , and havecarneſtly ſolicited us to it, 
will coyer us from all ſach Malicious Infinuations : 


For it is not to be imagined, that either thoſe who ha- 
ve Invited us, or thoſe that are already come to alli(t 
us, can joyne in a wicked attempt of Conquelt, to ma- 
ke void their own lawfull Titles to their Honours » 
Eſtates and Intereſts : Wee arc alſo Confident that all 
men lee how litle weight there is to be laid,on all Pro- 
miſes and Engagments that can be now made: fince 
there has been fo litle regard had in time. paſt, to the 
moſt ſolemne Promiſes. And as that Imperfeit redrel[- 
ſe that is now offered, is a plain Confeſſion of rhoſE 
Violations of the Government that wee have ſer forth; 
So the DefeRtivenes of it is no leſſe Apparent : for they 
lay doune nothing which they may not take up at 
Pleaſure: apd.tbey reſerve entire and not ſo much as 
mentioned, their latches and prerences to an Arbitra- 
ry and Deſporick power : which has been the rootof 
all their Oppreſſion , and of the torall ſubverſion of 
the Government. Aud it is plain , that there can be no 
redreſſe nor Remedy offered but in Parliament: by 2 
Declatation of the Rights of the Subjects that have 
been invaded: and not by any Prerended Acts of Gra- 
ce, to which the extremity of their affairs has dri- 
ven them. Therefore it is that wee have thought fir to 
declare, that wee will referre all to a Free Aſſembly 
of the Nation, ina Lawfull Parliament. . 

Given under our Hand aud Seal, at our Court 1n the 
Hague , the 24. day of Oftober in the year of our 
Lord 1688. 


WILLIAM HENRY, PRiNcs of ORANGE. 
By bis Highneſſes ſpeciall Command 
C: HUYGENS. 


